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the form as an attachment. You must list a teacher contact who regularly checks
email. You may also upload an audio or video file of yoursell performing your poem:
this file is optional, but the text file is required.

If you have questions about the contest or entry guidelines, please emanl
' ulitzercenter oi
21. What is the main purpose of the contest?/,/
A. To inspire poetic creation.
B. To train students in reporting,
C. To encourage multi-language writing.
D. To explore global issues through poetry.
22. What is a key requirement for all entrit.s‘?o :
W‘*E &}' must be subm:tted by a teacher

|||

ey ust quote from selected stories.
Y must be reviewed by a journalist.
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the tree and the soil can then turn into calcium carbonate ( fi% fi¢ ¥ ), the main

@nmponent of stones. Carbon in mineral form can stay within soil for much longer
than it can in the tree’s organic matter.

Mike Rowley at the University of Zurich in Switzerland and his colleagues have
made the discovery on three species of fig tree native to Africa. Trees known to store
,-z:..- in this way include the iroko tree, which also grows in Africa, but doesn’t
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weak acid onto the trees and looking for bubbles (“Litl)—a sign of CO2

g v i from calcium carbonate. Then they measured how far away they
t calcium carbonate in their trunks and the surrounding soil. They found

Fm‘ge part of the trees above ground, but the entire root structures have

ﬁ;m&d into calcium carbonate in the soil where it shouldn’t be, in high
Vhat I’'m shocked at is that the calcium carbonate really went far

wood structures than I had expected,” says Rowley.
IS are now planning to assess the fig trees’ suitability for
quanti their water requirements and fruit yields. “So far,
of t ‘- have been identified which can form calmmn caﬂ)@nate 4
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We become bored if something fasls to absorb our aTETH 2y
neeas | -

perceive it as meamngless. This is not W say thal something
g sudoky mmzni - e

engagmg and meamngful to keep us interested: dom m—
but relatively meaningless, while reading a Peppa Pig bedume stor> 77
time is not engaging but may nonetheless feel like 2 meamngful thing Q. -
In any case. when boredom stnkes 11 should serve 25 & reminder 0 G0 Y0TC :
more engaging or meaningful. If you don't react appropriately 10 POt DOVERST
you may find yourself becoming chronically (1 i) bored. That is as5002:"
satisfaction ans 5O ©

range of problems, including depression. anxiety. pooT life |

There is statistical evidence to suggest that chronic boredom is becoming "
common, and that this commonness consists with the rise of smartphones. ¥ 5
might digital media have this effect” Research has shown that the main reason »=
pick up our phones or check our socials 1s to relieve boredom. but that the behz¥it?
actually worsens 1L .

Digital devices may hold our attention for a while, but much of what we OC
online doesn’t feel meaningful. It's incredibly easy to plan 0 look at your ph
just five minutes and resurface two hours later with 2 stranger s holiday plans
latest entertainment news. Phones’ effectiveness at throwing us 1nio shallow
stimulation blocks us from important self-reflection like “Why am [ feeling this™ or
“What do I need that I'm not getting?” If we pause and listen. then perhaps we can
make a choice rather than being controlled by software engineers.

Next time boredom strikes, don’t try to assuage it instantly and ask ourselves
are we in search of pure entertainment or something more purposeful, an
opportunity to connect with friends or our community or something different.
something new”? The people who choose to embrace (%2 ) boredom. at least for a
while. may actually experience less of it. It could even be the first step towards a life
that feels more stimulating overall: meaningful, creative and free.

32. How does the author clarify his view in the first paragraph?”
A. By defining concepts. B. By giving examples.
C. By raising assumptions. D. By analyzing data.
33. What can be inferred about boredom?
A. It is easy to overcome.
B. It signals a need for change.

C. 1t is caused by digital devices.
D. It always indicates mental illness.
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A Limit your use of electronics

B. But frustrated fhiers. don’t worm
c Ml_ﬂd the risk the blue I[nhl mav pose

D Want to know how to sleep on a plane with bright light?

E. This means creating an earlier or later bedtime or *.l.‘ake-up ume

E. So your preparation for a long-distance flight should start days before vou fly
G. The disadvantage 1s that you have to wake a sleeping seatmate when the need anises.
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Students who only learn about China in class or through the media can’t

63 (full) grasp the complete picture of the country,” said Minhu1 Wang, a
Chinese language teacher at LCDS. “This rip enabled them 64
outside the classroom and experience China firsthand.

perspectives.”
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Notice
Dear fellow students,

Student Union |
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Seven-year-old Olly wished he could tun invisible whenever he liked. When
his sister Lily was born, that wish unexpectedly came true, but it wasn't as fun as he
had imagined.

Lily had arrived a month earlier than she was supposed to be and needed to stay
in an incubator (£ & ) at the hospital. Mum and Dad spent most of their time with
her. Even after she came home, their attention remained fixed on the tiny newborn.

One day, Olly asked Mum to teach him to swim. He hoped it would be a‘ way to
reconnect. But Mum, focused on caring for Lily, suggested he ask Dad instead.
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One possible version

Notice
Dear fellow students,

Recent heavy rains have caused severe waterlogging i our city, leaving thick mud blocking
several streets. This has brought great inconvenience to pedestrians and even made daily traffic
harder.

To help restore order, the Student Union will organmize a voluntary mud-clearing activity this
Saturday. We’ll gather at the school gate at 8 am and go to the affected areas by bus. We’ll be
divided nto two groups: Group | clears main roads while Group 2 cleans sidewalks. Tools like
shovels and gloves will be provided. Wear proper shoes and sunscreen 1s advised.

Your enthusiasm and effort will make a real difference! Looking forward to your active
participation.

Student Union

o1 (B%)
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Text 1

W: John, could you go over that new dance with me tonight?

M: Sorry, Mary, but I missed my history class this afternoon. I must watch the video of the class
taken by my friend.

W: Next time then.

Text 2

M: Was the school bus delayed again?

W: Well, someone said it was, but I wasn’t on it. I got my bike out this morning, but its brakes
didn’t work! In the end, my dad had to drive me instead!

Text 3

M: So what 1n Vienna do you find most attractive? lts museums, stunning architecture or natural
attractions”?

W: Oh, I love the beautiful scenery most.

Text 4

W: Have you ever heard about Wildlife Warriors?

M: Yes. It’s a charity that helps protect wildlife around the world. It works together with scientists
to study how humans can better protect wildlife.

W: It’s asking for donations now. I want to donate some money.

Text 5

W: Should we stop and grab something to eat before we get to the movie theater or do you just
want to have something at the movies? What do you think?

M: Whatever you decide is cool with me.

W: Then I'll choose the former. Let’s find a parking space.

Text 6

W: I hardly slept at all last night.

M: Really? You usually don’t have much trouble sleeping.

W: I keep thinking about the job mterview. I worry about it. You know, this 1s my first job
interview. On the other hand, I don’t particularly want the job. So I don’t know why I’'m worried.
M: Maybe deep inside you really want it.

W: No. If I get1it, fine. If I don’t get 1t, that’s fine as well.

M: But it would be a promotion for you—and more money.

W: But, in addition, I would have a 15-mile journey every day.

M: Well, there are usually some sacrifices that have to be made if you want to get ahead 1n the



world.

W: I know, but maybe not caring will make me less nervous.

Text 7

M: Do you know where you can go shopping in Whitstable”

W: Yes. I've searched the Internet for this seaside town. I can go shopping on Harbour Street. It 1s
full of lovely lifestyle shops.

M: Are there any good places to eat on the street?

W: Certainly. The Crab & Winkle 1s a must-visit for some seafood on the go, so I'll go and eat
there. Also I can go to Seasalter for a delicious dinner.

M: Well, it seems you’ve learned a lot about the town. I’'m sure you’ll have a great time there. And
[’m sorry that I cannot go with you this time.

W: Don’t worry, honey. I have an old friend there. She’ll show me around the town and I can
spend two nights at her house. Please take good care of yourself and look after our house.

Text 8

M: I had to go downtown yesterday because I needed to mail a package at the post office. Since |
was only a few blocks from Main Street, I went over to Martin’s. Did you know that Martin’s has
gone out of business? I’'m not happy about that.

W: That’s too bad, but I'm not surprised. A lot of family-owned shops are closing because of the
construction of shopping centers.

M: Yeah, and don’t forget about all the big stores that are being built too. The reason why people
prefer to shop there 1s to save money. Everyone loves shopping centers and big stores due to the
low prices and the huge selection.

W: Not me! I loved Martin’s for their beautiful clothes and friendly salespeople. When you were
there, you almost felt hke a queen. You'll never get that at a shopping center or a big store.

Text 9

W: Mike, 1s that a Spanish book 1 your hand?

M: Yes.

W: I really didn’t know you’re leamning Spanish.

M: Well, besides Spanish, I'm also leaming Japanese and French. And I'll learn Italian next year.
W: That’s amazing. Since you're learning Spanish, you might have listened to Bad Bunny’s new
album named The Last World Tour. It was released at the end of November, 2020. The album 1s
the first album with all the words in Spanish to hit No.1 in the US.

M: I'm too busy to listen to music. But I don’t mind knowing more about the singer. So, how did
he become a singer?

W: Well, 1n 2016, he was working 1n a grocery store and released his music on the music-sharing
site SoundCloud. Soon. he got a contract with a record company because of that. His first album
made 1t to No.l1 on the charts.

M: That’s not bad.

W: Yeah. The singer 1s really productive. Altogether Bad Bunny released three albums 1n 2020. All
made the US top ten.

M: That’s really unbelievable.

Text 10

W: Quiet. please. May 1 have all your attention? We need to get this meeting started because we

have a lot to do before graduation. Thank you all for electing me as your chairman and I will do



my best to make sure we have a great graduation ceremony. I just need your help to get everything
running smoothly.

You all have been selected by your departments to plan the graduation. You should all feel
honored that your classmates thought so highly of you. Right now a sheet of paper 1s going around
that [ need you all to fill out.

Please write down your name, telephone number, and what part of the graduation you would like
to help organize. Please keep in mind that all parts of the graduation require a great deal of time
and devotion. So please only sign up for a part that you have time for. When you have signed the
paper with your name, telephone number and part, please place the paper on my desk. At our next
meeting in two days, we will break up into groups and get to work on everything. Start thinking
about how you want to organize your small groups before then. OK. That’s all from me. See you
on Friday.



